
Commission´s proposal

EP:  1. reading
Opinion (simple majority)

Council: 1. reading
Qualified majority

Approval of all the amendments 
contained in the EP´s proposal or 
in case of no amendments 
adoption of the EP´s proposal

Disapproval of all the amendments 
contained in the EP´s proposal

Common position of 
the Council

EP: 2. reading (within 3 
months)

Approval of the 
common position or no 
decision

Rejection of the common 
position by absolute majority

ACT IS 
REJECTED

Proposal of amendments 
by an absolute majority

Council: 2. reading
(within 3 months)

Approval of the amendments: with 
qualified majority if the Commission 
approves of it; with unanimity otherwise

No approval of all amendments 
or just one single amendment 

CONCILIATION COMMITTEE
(Members of the Council – qualified majority voting –

and an equal number of MEP – voting by majority of their 
representatives - participation of the Commission)

No agreement
(after 6 weeks)

EP (with absolute majority
of the votes cast)

Council 
(with qualified majority )

No approval either by EP or Council Approval by both organs

Within 6 weeks

Agreement (within 6 weeks)

3. reading (within 6 weeks)

ACT IS 
ADPTED

ACT IS 
REJECTED

Co-decision procedure Art. 251 TEC

informal TRILOG 
Presidency of the Council, 
2 MEP, Commission

ACT IS 
ADPTED

ACT IS 
ADPTED

ACT IS 
ADPTEDSource: Funda Tekin, 2004


